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our reference service libraries and librarians are judged. The 
cataloguing, classification, accessioning, prepares and delivers the am- 
munitions the reference worker the firing line. 

There are few large medical libraries employing staff that 
permits special reference librarian, doing the best possible with 
her working day, within definite scope, determined the library 
executive; other medical with two three persons doing 
everything reference work largely matter conservation time. 
Whether certain pamphlet thrown the waste basket placed 
our shelves determining factor the reference service. Putting 
this doubtful pamphlet through all the various processes necessary 
incorporate the library entails initial cost approximately 
cents pamphlet that may never serve any purpose beyond swelling 
the annual statistics. Adding material that does not belong detracts 
from library efficiency much rejecting material that does belong. 

While reference service individual there are cer- 

tain general phases the work that help conserve the librarian’s time 
and facilitate the patron’s quest his own account. 
most important arranging the current journals and the new books 
they can consulted without the librarian’s aid, arrangement 
gratifying those shy brousers, scared away not left alone. Another 
great conserver time the arrangement the journal 
with free access, the granting special stack privileges, 
privilege not lightly abused when hedged about with various restric- 
tions—making patrons await their turn, and taking them probation. 
The arrangement calls for liberal use dummies indi- 
cating changes the name journals. patrons feel home 
with this alphabetical them the Journal the 
American Medical Association, the Journal the American 
Medical Association, not 610.5 and the saving time not alone 
work with the patrons, but also cataloguing and shelving journals. 
Everyone feels certain zest out his own salvation, and 
any arrangement permitting readers work independently enhances 
satisfaction the work, the serious drawback the open shelf being 
the danger multiplication and loss books, which its advocates 
claim offset the stimulated sense honor, the saving help, 
and the fact that odd volumes journals are not especially desirable 
private libraries. 

The current periodicals should plain sight, tempting every 
person entering the library, and the same psychology the table 
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contents should sight the cover page each journal. 
How few publishers periodicals make use this method 
display advertising. 

Every great epidemic sends many readers our 
lowing every scientific advance, like the discovery, there 
call for literature the cities issuing weekly health re- 
ports, the general reading medical libraries follows somewhat those 
diseases reported. The matters discussed medical meetings 
lates requests for articles bearing the subject, before and after the 
meeting. Such demands can anticipated and preparation should 
made. 

Possibly every library extends its reference work include 
long distance service the way books package libraries. 
important this loaning service that considered paper 
prepared for this meeting. The ambitious undertaking committee 
the American Library Association the contemplation the Union 
List Periodicals will greatly stimulate this loaning service. 

Package libraries, abstracts, translations, and photostats printed 
matter illustrations are now available members many organi- 
zations, the bibliographic service offered several commercial 
firms. 

first importance maintaining reference service the 
librarian, who not supposed know things much know 
where find things. Just newspaper men develop nose for news, 
reference librarians nose for references—a sense that leads 
then out-of-the-way sources information. This faculty grows 
use, and while pretend complete knowledge 
subject they should know bibliography, able evaluate printed 
matter, familiar with authorities various lines, know the sub- 
jects being discussed print, the scope and value various periodicals, 
all else, they should understand handling the public—a 
public whose spoken requests are often misleading that requires 
all the librarian’s intuition and experience refer- 
ence work requires psychology well service. 

With the accumulation medical literature there has been steady 
elaboration tools make the material accessible. Librarians must 
know these tools—the card catalog with cards obtainable from the 
Library Congress, prepared experts much cheaper and 
better than home-made products, the great Index Catalogue, the Index 
Medicus and the Quarterly Cumulative Index, the joy the reference 
librarian. They must know the various reviews and abstract journals, 
and the many American bibliographic aids which sprang during the 
war, replace the foreign ones which the reference worker had 
largely depended. 

Those who come the medical are usually short 
bibliography and book-using (Mr. Fisher estimates that 75% 
our patrons are journal readers—a fact that would justify the 
library spending goodly proportion its funds this. type 


7 
4 


material, and the librarian spending goodly proportion her 
time making available.) The patrons medical libraries can 
grouped into four classes: (1) Practitioners looking over late journals, 
reading cases, often preparing papers for for publica- 
tion; (2) the research worker pursuing his special problem; (3) the 
general public seeking popular articles; (4) students, including nurses, 
dietitians, usually reading for class work directed 
The average librarian shou'd able give real service the first 
class, comprising the great majority readers many libraries. This 
the reader accustomed the service the trained nurse, alert 
what wants when wants it. usually not seeking instruc- 
tion the use the card catalog, differential diagnosis the 
various indexes. This the class whose wants can often 
pated, and for whom the librarian should have something tap. One 
library reports the majority its patrons are preparing papers 
looking material for discussions. This writing papers and 
publication plays important part the making successful phy- 
sician. While gathering his material, the should seek oppor- 
tunity for the sake the writer well reference workers later 
use that material print, call the attention all 
authors the two pamphlets, “Hints Medical Authors” and 
“Style Book” the American Medical also the 
informative articles Drs. Simmons and Fishbein, now appearing 
the Journal. 

The librarian can even help the research worker; her superficial 
view the larger field may enable her suggest relations lines 
that escape the researcher. Aside from help librarians can 
arrange books and journals most conveniently, provide place where 
the researcher can spread his materials for uninterrupted work, with 
the stenographer, microscope, specimens desired, and for those 
starting without preceptor’s guidance, librarians should 
able suggest the abstract and review journals, know their relative 
value, the dates they cover and what extent the various specialties 
are included the more general jahrbuchs 

Many agencies are popularizing the knowledge medicine, and 
should welcome every chance supply the laity with good, whole- 
some brand this literature. Medical students come the library for 
reading along directed lines and dealing with them should 
sist season and out that early their course they taught how use 
all know the pitiful flounderer lost library. Every 
College Medicine has faculty members who realize the importance 
knowing how use the library, and who are interested any 
effort toward instructing students along that every 
law school gives course bibliography which subject the organi- 
zation law librarians has published extensive report. Most law 
colleges press the librarian into service for this teaching, him 
keep abreast his work, thereby becoming the better librarian, 
and the same time raising his status and often his compensation. 


communicating with librarians regarding their reference service, 
desire has been manifest learn what the other fellow doing. 
How much reference service patrons libraries actually 
receive? All the way from indifferent “There’s the 
consult” reported one patron, librarian’s boasted pursuit 
some illusive throat condition for weeks with final reference 
noted specialist, only informed that the condition did not exist. 
Such reference quest has all the hunt and would 
thoroughly enjoyed almost any librarian, but ninety per cent 
would steal time from other customers and other work order 
indulge such sport. 

The patrons our libraries are quite human and very busy and 
sometimes make unreasonable demands the 
sibly term used but once the literature and are asked make 
thorough search for other literature the subject. Some young 
practitioner with assortment symptoms some undiagnosed 
condition wants the librarian search the literature quest 
diagnosis. Some would-be author wishes know his particular 
phase the subject has ever appeared print. There the too 
frequent request for every case and every reference 
subject—The demand for complete bibliography often hedged about 
with limitations that make extensive reading 
heart after scarlet fever and diphtheria children under ten years.” 
These cases actually reported seem should turned over 
paid bibliographer. complete ten year bibliography, one the com- 
mercial agencies estimates, costs approximately two hundred and fifty 
dollars. Most librarians would have slight many order give 
one two hundred and fifty dollars’ worth reference For— 
tunately, few our want such service. Many whose requests 
sound formidable really wish one good authoritative article treatise 
some system, and are entitled our best efforts sensing their 
wants,—as the one who needs critically sifted information vol- 
uminous references. The Library may accept responsibility for 
educating the public taste, but medical libraries would presumptuous 
assume any such function. 


Those libraries that are supported organizations will naturally 
more for supporting members. Some collegiate libraries report 
graduate reference service, more work being done for the heads 
departments than for those lesser rank. 


Libraries serving populace not entirely sold the question 
medical library are naturally concerned with popularizing their 
institution, and nothing helps more than good reference service. 
Aside from the half dozen great medical libraries, are too ambitious 
our scope were physicians’ private libraries thirty years ago,— 
the owner apologetic over any gaps lacked any im- 
portant sets. Physicians have given this struggle, frankly 
edging dependence the libraries supplied with indexes, catalogs, 
and abstracts over period years but our smaller medical libraries 


still seem feel that “no library large enough long any person 
comes and does not find what wants.” They still struggle 
for all-around development, proud owning every edition every 
text, because some day may called for. “How much time and 
money all spend providing for that some day.” add few 
foreign theses, stray hospital reports, single volumes journals 
transactions and texts out-worn matter. Would not better for 
smaller libraries set some boundaries, work out some form co- 
operation regard the acquisition library can 
supply all its patrons, and not thereby disgraced except the 
librarian fails advise probable source supply for the material 
not found her own longer enough for librarians 
know indexes, abstract journals and jahrbiicher, she must know 
agencies, know where borrow, know where direct her patrons 
wanting paid bibliographic service. 

The extent borrowing which should made possible im- 
provements our mail service and the publication the Union List 
Periodicals beyond prophecy. This great union list serials, 
including journals, abstracts, medical and scientific, local and national 
publications clinics and social welfare institutions, colleges and 
universities both domestic and foreign, well under way. Fourteen 
medical libraries and twenty-one state university libraries with medical 
departments are cooperating this undertaking make available 
for practical use our vast but widely scattered sources scientific 
and technical 

Some sort zoning library plans should devised, Mr. Gil- 
christ says, few great regional centers should established 
supply regional through interlibrary loans.“ Our libraries 
should organized complement and supplement each other. Some 
our valuable medical files are already unobtainable. More and 
more sets into libraries and are off the market. Expensive and 
rarely used sets should not duplicated the same locality. Could 
not some scheme devised for dividing the field medical litera- 
ture, allotting specialty each complete? complete 
files strategic points are infinitely preferable many broken files 
distributed chance. Most smaller libraries could greatly strength- 
ened more “begging,” instead hunting for hours for few crumbs 
our own library, time might better spent searching our com- 
munity for full loaf. Most take journals they not keep, 
and physicians subscribe for specialty journals, that the expense 
binding house rent makes them willing turn over library. 
More exchanging would advantageous. Our exchange grows stead- 
ily, and the broadcasting wants should fill many gaps. Some form 
cooperation exchanging bibliographies would Pos— 
our Association Exchange Lists 
available for loan rent. Index Medicus might even consider 
the notation bibliographies, notes portraits. 

Appraising this demand for reference service, commercial firms 
scent profits but that they not appraise the difficulties accounts 
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for many failures. One commercial firm reports 50% increase 
their reference service over that last year, their demand making 
necessary the preparation 50.000 references the subject insulin. 
The American Medical Association with practically advertising 
has sent out 308 package libraries and 4,879 periodicals the first 
five months 1925. The American College Surgeons with 6,000 
members employs ten persons handle its reference service—an or- 
ganization that has never dared advertise, but even so, the volume 
reference work has doubled each year over the previous year. The 
Hospital Library Service offering free all hospitals and public health 
workers its 1,735 package and its 8,000 bibliographies, has 
been used twenty-two foreign countries, and thousands work- 
ers and organizations all over America. The State Library Iowa 
sends package libraries any physician that state, and Medico- 
Historical Journal, now offers bibliographic service subscribers. 
The demand for reference service already great, will increase 
long prices soar and the flood medical literature continues 
grow. Journal subscriptions advance steadily, $90 year being our 
high water mark. With about half the number paid 
that Mr. Gilchrist estimates representative collection, spend 
approximately $6,000 yearly subscriptions and binding journals. 
The Quarterly Cumulative Index now two hundred and fifty- 
six journals against one hundred and fifty-six when began, the 
Index now indexes one thousand, eight hundred and seventy- 
five periodicals, and each year various new specialty journals are estab- 
lished, everyone adding the work our reference service. 
not reaching the point where must consider what part the medical 
librarians are have meeting the demand for reference service? 
Are they the organizers well equipped work shops where the 
outside worker finds his material, the library force turn out 
the work? 

The full time bibliographer necessary few libraries, but many 
libraries would serving both patrons and library arranging with 
someone paid bibliographic work called upon. quote Mr. 
Frankenberger substance, “It would long step forward the 
Medical Libraries could employ reference worker cost basis 
compile bibliographies, abstracting translating, for which few 
librarians have time.” plan successful the Engineering 
Society Library New York City, which thus provides paid refer- 
ence service supply grade work not otherwise possible. The 
New York Academy Medicine now has Garrison for few 
days month court last appeal reference problems. There 
one Major Garrison, but even smaller libraries might find some 
doctor more interested bibliography than practice, who would 
willing and competent dig the literature any given subject. 


Reference service differs with the locality and with the 
library; also varies personalities vary. hard and fast rules 


are possible and any categorical statements here set forth are merely 
expressions personal conviction the present stage the 
experience with reference service. 
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TWO REMARKABLE REPRODUCTIONS 


Lier and Company, who have removed from Milan 
have issued two more works their Monumenta Medica 
series which under the general editorship Professor Henry 
Sigerist. They have previously issued beautiful reproduction 
Jenner’s work Vaccinia and magnificent reproduction the 
work Johannes Ketham. These works course, goes with- 
out saying, should every medical library. 

The first the new works the “Fasciculo Medicina,” the 
Venice edition 1493, with the introduction Charles Singer. 
This two parts. The first part consists one hundred and 
eleven pages text and atlas illustrative figures from 
manuscript and printed sources with explanatory legends. The 
book admirably printed good paper, the type pages measuring 
inches. 

The second part consists facsimile reproduction the 
1493 Venice edition which fully the high standard that Lier 
and Company have set reproducing these early masters. 

The Fasciculus included the previous reprinted work Ketham 
with very considerable additions, the chief which the Anatho- 
mia Mondino. This work one the most important 
early medical books because the beginning the new science 
which was work such changes the history medicine. The 
first edition, Singer says, was essentially medieval product. 
Its whole atmosphere the middle ages, and, save for some 


details few drawings, there nothing that cannot 
traced back medieval sources. Venice was favored center 
for the printing books the early days because was center 
for distribution, which was one the great problems that had 
met the book trade, but suffered considerably for not being 
university center, and was not because was the policy the 
government have the universities small towns where the tur- 
bulent students were well away from the center government. 
Singer’s description the book and its illustrations most 
excellently done and followed dealing with the 
various editions, the art and the language the work and then 
consideration the Anatomy Mundinus, together with 
translation the Latin text the Anatomy which was written 
the year 1316. The atlas illustrative figures exceedingly inter- 
esting and any lover old medical books who does not avail him- 
self the opportunity possessing copy this book making 
very great mistake. This not the time the place discuss 
the subject further, but cannot recommend this book too highly. 
The third the Monumenta Medica consists the earliest 
printed literature Syphilis, being ten tractates from the years 
1495 These are reproduced excellent facsimiles and they 
are preceded introduction, together with other accessory 
material Professor Sudhoff, than whom more 
scholar for such book could thought of. Sudhoff’s introduction 
has been translated and adapted Charles Singer, who has 
rearranged the material somewhat, but has included all any 
importance. 
The ten tractates are follows: 

Konrad Schellig Heidelberg (i. Contra) 
pustulas malas morbum quem malum francia vulgus 
appellat que sunt genere formicarum salubre consilium, 
Heidelberg, 

page 1-22. 

and Joseph Grünpeck Tractatus 
vember, Ein hübscher Tractat von dem Ursprung des 
Franzos, Augsburg, December, 1496. 

page 23-116. 

demia, quam vulgo morbum Gallicum vocant, Venice, June, 
1497. page 117-182. 

Caspare Torrella Valencia. Tractatus cum con- 
siliis contra pudendagram seu morbum gallicum. Rome, 

22. November, 183-232. 

(and Hans Widmann Tübingen also called 
Meichinger and Salicetus. pustulis morbo qui vulgo 
mal franzos appellatur, Strassburg, 1497, and Rome, 
1497. Facsimile 233-250 and 347-354. 


Corradino Gilino. morbo quem gallicum nun- 
cupant, 1497. Facsimile page 251-260. 

Bartholomäus Steber Vienna. Malafranczos, 
morbo Gallorum, praeservatio cura. Vienna, 1498 
page 261-278. 

Natale Montesauro Verona. dispositionibus 
quas vulgares malfranzoso appellant. Verona, 1498. 
simile page 279-312. 

morbon gallico. Bologna, March, 
page 313-346. 

There has been late decided impetus the reproduction 
the earlier medical masters, movement which should 
encouraged, the number original sets are rare and 
expensive that they are only within the reach the wealthier 
libraries amateurs. 


NEW LIBRARY MEMBERS ELECTED THE ANNUAL 
MEETING 


Atlantic City, May 25-26, 1925: 


Dartmouth Medical School Library, Hanover, 

Indiana University School Medicine, 1040 Michigan 
Street, Indianapolis, Ind. 

New York Homeopathic Medical College and Flower 
450 East 64th Street, New York City. 

New York Post-Graduate Medical School and Hospital, 301 
20th Street, New York City. 

Queens University Library, Kingston, Ont., Canada. 

Rochester Academy Medicine, Prince Street, Rochester, 
New York. 

New individual members elected the annual meeting, Atlantic 
City, May 25-26, 1925: 

Dr. Harry Alexander, 5843 Clemens Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

Dr. David Barr, Barnes Hospital, St. Louis, Mo. 

Dr. Robert Schleuter, 514 Metropolitan Bldg., St. Louis, Mo. 

Dr. Seelig, 4952 Park View Place, St. Louis, Mo. 

Dr. Walter Thomas, Clifton Springs, New York. 


RARE FIND THE LIBRARY THE MEDICAL AND 
CHIRURGICAL FACULTY MARYLAND 


This library especially rich old medical volumes, not 
Incunabula, but epoch-making works their line and consider- 
able historical value. Many these were added purchase 
the early days the Library, others drifted with gifts books 
bequests Libraries and many came way the Charles 
Frick Library collection, being selected Dr. Osler his trips 


abroad. 1901, secured about one hundred volumes for this 
collection Edinburgh and, while the Continent, from Mueller, 
Amsterdam. These latter form portion the rare books 
the double-starred section. Showing them recently Dr. LeRoy 
Crummer, Omaha, Nebraska, ardent collector the old and 
unusual, his eye lighted upon copy Albinus “De Sede Causa 
Coloris Aethiopum Caeterorum Hominum,” 1737, containing 
one the few early colored plates medicine. 


Colored copper-plates were introduced the eighteenth cen- 
tury Jacques-Christophe Blon (1667-1741), who left only one 
anatomic specimen his handiwork, little plate the genital 
organs made for the 1719 edition Treatise 
gonorrhea, now exceedingly rare. (This book the Library, 
but, unfortunately, the plate missing.) was followed the 
six beautiful anatomic plates which Jan Ladmiral 
(1698-1773), made for Albinus, Ruysch, and others (1736-41.) The 
output was limited and this set plates has now become very rare. 
The one the possession the Library the second the series 
and beautiful condition. Strange say treats with the 
coloring the skin the Ethiopian, which would make 
special interest Marylanders. The plate represents three 
figures the skin and nails negro woman and the explanation 
given the book, Latin, French and Dutch, all identical, states 
that done “In the colors life, not painted with brush, but 
printed from plates with wonderful and unheard-of ingenuity.” 
designation originated with Ladmiral himself, 
as, according Garrison’s History Medicine, appropriated 
the process from his teacher, Blon, and passed off his own. 
Dr. Osler knew, course, this plate; but the fact its exist- 
ence had quite escaped attention and with the passing years has 
become much more rare than when placed the Library. 

Choulant, History and Bibliography Anatomic Illustration, 
translated Mortimer Frank, 1920, speaks follows: 


“This plate ranks among the most beautiful the 
entire series, both regards the natural appearance the 
whole and the very fine injections the vessels 
which, this plate, are only arteries and are therefore 
colored only red. this plate and the following 
plate, prints blue paper had been made previously, but 
with only Latin and Dutch explanations and without the 
date. These prints are said have been done with less 
care. the bottom the plate the left read Jan 
Ladmiral inv. fecit, signature which occurs also 
all the other five plates. The last four small publications 
all have vignette their title page also, representing the 
skeleton, with glass receptacles containing preparations 
table front and genius behind it; all these are 
illuminated large sun. The vignette black.” 
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